Duodenal perforation with an inferior vena cava filter: an unusual cause of abdominal pain.
The insertion of inferior vena cava (IVC) filters results in device migration at rates that exceed 50% in some studies, although the clinical significance of migration remains in question. These filters can also erode or penetrate the IVC wall, injuring adjacent retroperitoneal and abdominal structures. The risk of erosion or perforation is estimated to be as much as 25%, although clinical symptoms are observed far less frequently in patients with these complications. We describe the presentation, evaluation, and treatment of a patient with an IVC strut protruding into the duodenum. This case report discusses complications, presenting symptoms, and treatment of patients with IVC filters complications.